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know the Senator from Florida would 
like to offer observations about his 
guest. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Florida. 

f 

WELCOMING THE GUEST 
CHAPLAIN 

Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. President, I was 
so proud to have my pastor and very 
good friend deliver the opening prayer. 
Father McCormick and I have known 
each other since 1983, when he first 
came to our parish church of St. James 
in Orlando. He is a product of Dublin, 
Ireland, but he became a proud citizen 
in 1973, much as I did in 1971. He has 
not only been a tremendous source of 
faith and inspiration to me and my 
family and, more importantly, perhaps, 
my children, but he has also been a tre-
mendous advocate for the poor and 
needy in our community. He does tre-
mendous work overseas as well in a 
program called Food for the Poor 
where the Caribbean nations and Latin 
America have benefited greatly from 
his generosity and hard work. 

There are a couple of things I must 
point out. He has also developed a love 
for American football since coming 
here. But not being perfect, he has cho-
sen the Cowboys over the Redskins. 
And then in a further imperfection 
that may be less forgivable, he has cho-
sen the Gators over the Seminoles in 
Florida. I frequently have been a pa-
tient listener as he, on Sunday morn-
ings, regales about the Gators and 
beats up on the Seminoles. Today is 
my day for revenge. I am awfully proud 
to have him here. He is a wonderful 
friend. I know he has looked forward to 
this day. 

I thank the Chair for the courtesy of 
allowing me to say a couple words 
about my dear friend and pastor. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, we 
join the Senator from Florida in wel-
coming his pastor this morning. I am 
pleased to see that he will be forgiven 
for his sin of advocating the success of 
the Cowboys and the Gators. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUESTS— 
H.R. 1105 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on 
behalf of Senator GRASSLEY, the rank-
ing Republican on the Finance Com-
mittee, I ask unanimous consent that 
when the Senate resumes consideration 
of H.R. 1105, the omnibus bill, the pend-
ing amendments be set aside and, on 
behalf of Senator GRASSLEY, it be in 
order to call up amendment No. 628, 
which strikes section 102 related to IRS 
private debt collection. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this is a 
topical issue. From news accounts this 
morning, I heard it mentioned a couple 
of times. I will be happy to work with 
Senator GRASSLEY, see how we work 

through these amendments. I think it 
is something we could do. I know he 
would agree to a reasonable time pe-
riod. We will see what we can do to 
work that out. For this time, I object, 
but I hope we can work something out. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on 
behalf of Senator SESSIONS, I ask unan-
imous consent to take up amendment 
No. 604, which relates to a 5-year reau-
thorization of the E-Verify Program. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am not as 
familiar with that as Senator SES-
SIONS. I know he has talked about that 
on a number of occasions. I will be 
happy to have my staff look at this, 
and hopefully we can work our way 
through the amendments we have. I 
know Senator SESSIONS feels strongly 
about this. I hope we can work out 
something and have him come and 
present this amendment. But for this 
morning, I object. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum and ask unanimous consent 
that the time be charged equally. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. DORGAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to a period of 
morning business for up to 1 hour, with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each, with the time equally 
divided and controlled between the two 
leaders or their designees. 

The Senator from North Dakota. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, last 
evening President Obama had invited 
the chairs and ranking members of 
committees in both the House and Sen-
ate to the White House for dinner. I 
wanted to mention that the oppor-
tunity for Republicans and Democrats, 
both chairs and ranking members of 
committees, to spend some time with 
the President was very important, a 
very important signal by the President 
to the Congress that he wants to work 
with everybody. He didn’t give a 
speech. He and his wife, the First Lady, 
welcomed the Members of Congress. I 
was pleased to be there. My point is, 

this President is trying to reach out 
and change the culture, which is so im-
portant. 

This afternoon, I have been invited 
by the President to join a number of 
my colleagues, Republicans and Demo-
crats, to go to the White House for a 
health care summit. Once again, the 
President is reaching out to see if there 
are ways for Republicans and Demo-
crats, who work for the same masters— 
that is, American interests and the 
American people—to come together 
and find ways to reach significant pol-
icy goals. Do we have a need to address 
our health care problems? Absolutely. 
We spend much more than any other 
group of people on the face of the Earth 
on health care. Our costs are much 
greater than anyone else’s, yet the out-
comes are not. We rank 41st in life ex-
pectancy despite the fact that we spend 
far more than anyone else in the world 
on health care. Health care costs are 
accelerating. They are injuring busi-
nesses paying for health care insurance 
for employees. Health care costs are 
strangling family budgets. Health care 
costs are hurting Government, which 
has to pay for Medicare and Medicaid. 

We have to get a handle on it. 
The President is saying: Let’s try to 

find a sensible, thoughtful way to re-
form health care. A good start is to in-
vite a group of Republicans and Demo-
crats from the Congress, a group of 
people from the private sector, from 
the health care industry, from the con-
sumer side, supporters and opponents 
of various kinds of reforms and 
changes, to a summit at the White 
House to say: Let’s talk. Let’s try to 
figure out how we address these issues. 

I commend the President because we 
have to change the culture. This can-
not possibly continue to be an ‘‘us 
versus them’’ Congress or a Congress 
and Presidency that is deeply divided. 

This country faces very serious chal-
lenges. The fact is, we have to work to-
gether to solve them. The very serious 
financial challenge, the crisis we face, 
is going to require the best energies all 
of us have and the best ideas of all of 
us. Included in the financial crisis is 
what health care costs are doing to the 
economy. That is why the President 
has indicated that one of the first 
issues we have to tackle, even as we 
try to stabilize the economy, is to ad-
dress the issue of the burgeoning cost 
of health care. So I commend the Presi-
dent, and I look forward to the meeting 
today at the White House. I think it 
will be a good start to at least begin 
discussing health care costs. 

I want to talk about one piece of 
health care costs because yesterday 
Senator SNOWE from Maine, myself, 
Senator MCCAIN from Arizona, my col-
league Senator STABENOW from Michi-
gan—we announced, on behalf of 25 
Senators, a piece of legislation we in-
troduced yesterday dealing with pre-
scription drug costs. One of the fastest 
rising items of health care costs is the 
cost of prescription drugs. 

Now, we have introduced this legisla-
tion before, and it has successfully 
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